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Agenda

SBFL main task

Personnell

SBFL area of responsibility

Tools for certification and surveillance

Methodology for the evaluation of the organisation 

documentation

Declared Training Organisation (DTO)

RF EASA transition

DTO and ATO Surveillance

Fees and charges

Discussion
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Section SBFL 

«Training Organisations and Light Aircraft Operations»

• This section certifies and licenses:

training organisations (ATO) for complex and non-

complex aircraft; and

air operations (AOC) A to A and A to B for non-

complex aeroplanes. 

• This section is responsible for the supervision of light 

aircraft operations in Switzerland; and

• In addition, its supervisory duties encompass gliders, as 

well as hang-gliders, balloons and parachute jumps. 

Safety Division – Flight Operations
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SBFL Personnel

3 FSTD Inspectors

3 Senior Flight Operations Inspectors B

3 Flight Operations Inspectors B

2 Ground Inspector

2 Dispatch/Administration

1 Head of Section

1 Deputy Head of Section, Senior Flight 

Operations Inspector A
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Tools ATO II

Checklist for 
Certification and 
Surveillance tasks

Reference Document

Organisation 
Documentation
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Tools ATO I
Templates

Checklist for 
Certification and 
Surveillance tasks

Reference Document

Organisation 
Documentation
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Organisation’ 
Documentation

Document Evaluation ATO

Certification Leaflet

Document Evaluation Report

Reference

Document Evaluation Checklist
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Evaluating Training Programme ATO/DTO

Official  Publications
Certification Leaflet

Organisation’s Syllabus

Document Evaluation Report

Reference
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EASA Opinion No 11 / 2016

Training outside approved training organisations

This Opinion addresses a proportionality issue related to training providers 

within the General Aviation (GA) domain, which deliver training for non-

commercial pilot licences and associated ratings and certificates only. 

[on-line] Available (07.09.2016): 
https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/opinions/opinion-112016

https://www.easa.europa.eu/document-library/opinions/opinion-112016
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New Annex VIII Part-DTO

Part DTO

Annex VIII to (EU) 1178/2011
Part-DTO «Declared Training Organisation» 
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Part-DTO «Requirements for DTO»

Shall submit a declaration to FOCA

Are to designate a representative

Are to designate a Head of Training (HT)

Shall have facilities in place

Shall have an adequate fleet of training aircraft and/or FSTDs

Shall not use more than two different aerodromes

Must have training programmes (syllabi for the provided training courses)

May have an Operations Manual and Training Manual

Are to conduct a annual internal review – safety risk and performance, training

adequacy and safety policy

Are to develop an annual activity report
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DTO Scope of Activity
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ATO I Scope of Activity vs DTO

ATO 
I

Aeroplane Helicopter Sailplane Balloon
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refresher 
seminar

 flight 
instructor 
rating FI(S)

 FI(S) refresher 
seminar.

 flight 
instructor 
rating FI(B)

 FI(B) refresher 
seminar.
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ATO II Scope of Activity vs DTO

ATO 
II
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 flight instructor 
rating FI(B)

 FI(B) refresher 
seminar.
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Oversight cycle ATO (ARA.ATO.305)

Initial

• 24 months

Evaluation

• PASSO, 
Findings:

• Certification

• Oversight

• Ramp 
Inspections

• Occurrence 
Reports

• Complexity

Annual Report

• Collaboration

• Culture

• Number/quality
of revisions

• Number of 
management 
changes

• Feedback 
technical 
department

• Required effort

Result

• 24 months

• 36 months

• 48 months

• LAPL, PPL, SPL 
or BPL up to 72 
months

Surveillance

C
er

ti
fi

ca
ti

o
n
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Oversight cycle DTO (ARA.GEN.305)

Initial

• 72-month 
cycle starting 
from the date 
on which the 
declaration 
was received

Evaluation

• Annual/Internal 
Review

• Annual activity
report
AMC1 
DTO.GEN.270(a)/(b)

• Submitted by
DTO to FOCA

Annual Report

• Inspection
results

• Collaboration

• Culture

• Number of 
management 
changes

• Feedback 
technical 
department

• Required 
effort

Result

• 72 months

• Additional 
inspections 
or 
unannounced 
inspections 
to specific 
DTOs may be 
included

Surveillance

D
ec

la
ra

ti
o

n
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Declaration Process

Declaration
 Upon receiving a DTO declaration FOCA will verify

that the declaration contains all the information
required and will acknowledge its receipt within 10 
days.

 If deemed necessary, FOCA will carry out an 
inspection of the organisation.

 FOCA will verify the compliance of the DTO training
programme (Syllabi), or changes thereto, with the
applicable Part-FCL requirements within 6 months.

 FOCA will inform the representative of the DTO in 
writing
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RF

ATO

Workshop

Submission OMM, 
OM, TM and Syllabi

Certification Process

DTO
Declaration

Syllabi

Course of Actions

Decision

Acknowledge receipt within

10 days

Verification of compliance

of the training programme

within 6 months

Conduct of

approxiamatelly 4 

Workshops 

The organisation shall

develop the required

documentation based on 

the provided templates

Completion of the 5 phase

certification process within

3 to 6 months
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FOCA Fees and Charges

Type of charge minimum fee maximum fee

Initial issue CHF 600.- CHF 250’000.-

Variation/amendment, renewal, 
suspension or revocation

CHF 200.- CHF 250’000.-

Surveillance (each activity) CHF 300.- CHF 20’000.-

legal basis SR 748.112.11 Verordnung über die Gebühren des 

Bundesamtes für Zivilluftfahrt, Abschnitt 8 

«Ausbildungseinrichtungen» Artikel 46;

FOCA activities will be charged on an hourly basis. The hourly rate is 

CHF 180.-. The following basic costs apply:
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